CHAPTER  2
RELIGION AND PRACTICALITY
THE Chateau of Lany, which is about an hour's drive by motor car from Prague, is the official residence of the President. As such it has a twofold significance, for himself and for the State, It enables him to live away from the administrative activities of the capital and thus keep his mental outlook clear and undisturbed. On the other hand, the Ministers of State, and even more so the members of parliament, obviously find it convenient that their daily comings and goings are not subject to the constant scrutiny of the presidential eye. For these reasons it seems advisable that all Kings and Presidents of States should live at a distance from the capitals of their respective countries. In the special case of Masaryk it is fortunate that the President has been enabled to live amid those tranquil surroundings which are so necessary to a philosopher. The two days each week which he spends
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